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solicitude respecting earthly credit, and moderates
our attachment to it, she holds forth to us, and bids
us habitually to aspire after, the splendours of that
better state, where is true glory, and honour, and im-
mortality ; thus exciting in us a just ambition, suited
to our high origin, and worthy of our large capacities,
which the little, misplaced, and perishable distinctions
of this life would in vain attempt to satisfy.
It would be mere waste of time to enter into any
laboured argument to prove at large, that the light
in which worldly credit and estimation Generally
are regarded by the bulk of professed prw*M»g
Christians, is extremely different from that ^1^
in which they are placed by the page of to those of
Scripture. The inordinate love of worldly Scripture,
glory, indeed, implies a passion, which from, the na-
ture of things cannot be called into exercise in the
generality of mankind, because, being conversant
about great objects, it can but rarely find that field
which is requisite for its exertions. But we every
where discover the same principle reduced to the
dimensions of common life, and modified and di-
rected according to every one's sphere of action.
We may discover it in a supreme love of distinc-
tion, and admiration, and praise; in the universal
acceptableness of flattery; and, above all, in the
excessive valuation of our worldly character, in
that watchfulness with which it is guarded, in that
jealousy when it is questioned, in that solicitude
when it is in danger, in that hot resentment when
it is attacked, in that bitterness of suffering when it
is impaired or lost. All these emotions, as they are
too manifest to be disputed, so are they too reput-
able to be denied. Dishonour, disgrace, and shame,
present images of horror too dreadful to be faced;
they are evils which it is thought the mark of a

